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Welcome to The Inquirer, ILA's quarterly newsletter 

that highlights events and news. This issue covers 

October - December, 2017

It's the start of a new year! A lot has 

happened at ILA this fall and winter and 

we are excited to catch you up on recent 

events and activities!  

The Inquirer



    eing an ESL school, most of 

our students come from many 

different countries that have 

different customs and holidays 

than the United States. ILA loves 

teaching our students about the 

origin of American holidays and 

showing them how we celebrate 

them! In October, candy could be 

found throughout ILA and our 

school was covered in pumpkins, 

skeletons, and ghoulish 

figures!  ILA Staff members Caitlin 

and Marly went as far as to come 

to ILA in their Hogwarts attire 

including their magic wands!  
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HALLOWEEN AT ILA ! 

HELLO ALEX! 

ILA TEAM>

     lexander joined ILA in December 2017 as our newest teacher and 

Marketing Coordinator. He has a Masters in TESOL from Columbia 

University’s Teacher’s College, and has over 4 years of experience 

teaching ESL at all levels. This includes working at a private language 

school in downtown Boston, teaching adult ESOL literacy at a 

community college in Queens, and teaching Business English to 

corporate clients in Washington DC. He also taught ESL in Wuhan, 

China. Alexander was born in Georgetown, but spent his childhood 

attending International schools in both Paris, France and Vienna, 

Austria. As a result, he speaks 4 languages fluently: English, Spanish, 

French, and German. Alexander is passionate about languages, 

culture, and travel, and presented at the 3rd annual Polyglot 

Conference held in New York City in 2015. 
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ILA EVENTS >
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2017's Thanksgiving Potluck was one of the best

to date! Not only did ILA provide its students with 

a traditional Thanksgiving meal consisting of 

turkey, green beans, mashed potatoes, corn 

pudding and more, but our students then 

surprised us with a lavish potluck of their own 

consisting of traditional Middle Eastern dishes! It 

was great to see them enjoy classic 

Thanksgiving dishes while sharing some of their 

favorite plates from back home! 

ILA EVENTS > ILA LOVES FOOD HOLIDAYS

      e love food holidays. Not only do food holidays provide our staff and students with the 

opportunity to enjoy yummy food and get together during their breaks, but they also give us the 

opportunity to show our international students new dishes they may have never tried before!    

There is no better way to learn about countries and their cultures than by digging into their cuisine!  

HOLIDAY POTLUCKS!



SCHOOL FIELD TRIP

ILA EVENTS >

In December, our lead instructors Deb Howe 

and Caitlin Guthridge took our on a very 

special field trip to a nursing home to spread 

holiday cheer and treats. Our students 

surprised the residents by singing to them 

classic Christmas songs along with holiday 

songs from around the world. 

This trip gave our students the perfect 

opportunity to practice their English 

conversational skills while making new friends! 

We hope to visit again soon! 



ILA'S UMW CAMPUS IS OPEN! 
ENROLL TODAY!

ILA NEWS >

The Bridge Program offers much more than teaching students the 

English language skills necessary to succeed academically.  With the 

ILA to Mary Washington Bridge Program, once you complete the 

Intensive English Program at the International Language Academy, 

you can directly transfer into the University of Mary Washington. 

Visit www.ila.edu/bridge for more information on how to get started. 


